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Using curricular targets Year 2

Introduction
These materials have been designed to support teaching in
Year 2. This leaflet identifies six curricular targets for literacy
and six for mathematics with associated targets for the
children, which are linked to key NLNS teaching resources
and QCA National Curriculum Tests: Implications for
Teaching and Learning leaflets. Also included in the pack is
a leaflet for parents/carers, about work they can do with
their children at home that is designed to complement
teachers’ own work with the children. The leaflet outlines the
children’s targets and suggests activities that can be done
at home to support children in achieving these targets. 

Curricular target setting

Curricular targets are based on learning objectives. They are
translated into year-group targets based on age-related
expectations; they steer improvements, guide teaching and
set the focus for assessments linked to what has been
taught. Basing the targets on children’s personal
achievements helps them to recognise how well they are
doing and make their own assessments of what they need
to do next in order to progress.

The process of curricular target setting is already well
established and effective in many primary schools and
settings. Curricular targets are informed by the analysis of
children’s work, discussions with children, teacher
assessment information and test performance. These
curricular targets are translated into school and class
targets.

Most schools that are successfully using curricular targets
have embedded their use within literacy and mathematics.
The focus is deliberately on a small number of targets that
can be applied within other areas across the curriculum.  

Curricular target setting has been a particularly effective part
of the Intensifying Support Programme, where focusing on
four targets a term (two targets for literacy and two for
mathematics) helped teachers to focus their teaching and to
help their class achieve age-related expectations. 

Using these materials

These materials support the curricular target setting already
established in schools. Six curricular targets have been
identified for literacy (three targets for reading and three for
writing) and six targets for mathematics. It is expected that
teachers would probably focus on about four targets each
term. These materials also offer a structure to support
teachers to set their own curricular targets.

The process of using these targets would be as
follows.

• Identify two literacy and two mathematics targets to focus
on during the term.

• The aim is that as many children as possible work at age-
related expectations (or above). The targets will need to
be personalised for children with diverse needs, 
so, as appropriate, differentiate the year-group target into
targets for different groups and/or individuals (based on
the teacher’s specific knowledge of the class and
individuals).

The Reading and Writing sections include examples of
targets differentiated into age-related targets, above age-
related (extension) targets and below age-related targets. In
mathematics there are example age-related and above age-
related (extension) targets. This is because in mathematics
the objectives can be tracked back in the NNS Framework
to earlier year groups for children working below or well
below age-related expectations. However, reaching at least
age-related targets for all children should be the starting
point and it is important to avoid the assumption that there
are three fixed ability groups in a class. These targets have
been turned into language accessible to children in the ‘I
can’ statements. 

• Link the curricular targets to teaching and ongoing day-
to-day assessment.

– Teachers identify the necessary subject-specific 
knowledge related to each target.

– Teachers identify on their medium-term plans when they
would teach the relevant literacy and mathematics to 
enable the children to meet their targets. They include 
opportunities for children to consolidate and apply this 
knowledge across the curriculum.

– Teachers identify in their half-term plans when they will 
focus on assessing progress towards the target.

– Targets are shared with the children in the class and 
displayed in the classroom, along with learning prompts 
to support the achievement of the targets and examples
of success from children and adults.

– Teachers share with parents/carers the leaflet about the 
targets.

• Review progress against the targets using day-to-day
assessment strategies and adjust planning and teaching
accordingly.

– Teachers and children assess and record progress using
the shared success criteria.

• The assessments feed into the school tracking system.

The leaflet for parents/carers is designed to be used over
the year. The leaflet makes it clear that the ‘I can’
statements indicate some of the things most children will be
able to do by the end of Year 2 and that the activities
suggested will help children work towards these
achievements. It also clarifies that children learn at different
rates – some children will find the activities easy, other
children will take longer to be able to do them. This might
be something to suggest that parents/carers discuss with
their child’s teacher.

These materials complement all the other Primary National
Strategy literacy and  mathematics materials. For more
information or to order materials please go to the Primary
National Strategy website:
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary

Using curricular targets in Year 2: materials for teachers and parents/carers
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Using curricular targets Year 2
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et

re
s/

m
et

re
s?

D
ra

w
 fo

ur
 li

ne
s 

of
 d

iff
er

en
t l

en
gt

hs
 o

n 
yo

ur
 p

ap
er

 u
si

ng
 a

st
ra

ig
ht

 e
dg

e.
 E

st
im

at
e 

th
e 

le
ng

th
 o

f o
ne

 o
f t

he
 li

ne
s 

in
ce

nt
im

et
re

s.
 M

ea
su

re
 it

s 
le

ng
th

 to
 th

e 
ne

ar
es

t c
en

tim
et

re
di

vis
io

n.
 C

om
pa

re
 it

 to
 o

ne
 o

f y
ou

r p
ar

tn
er

’s 
lin

es
. W

hi
ch

 li
ne

 is
th

e 
sh

or
te

r?
 W

ha
t i

s 
th

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
e 

in
 le

ng
th

 b
et

w
ee

n 
yo

ur
 li

ne
an

d 
yo

ur
 p

ar
tn

er
’s?

Th
e 

ch
ild

re
n:

– 
ar

e 
ab

le
 to

 fi
nd

 o
ut

 w
hi

ch
 o

f t
w

o 
or

 m
or

e 
th

in
gs

 is
 th

e 
lo

ng
es

t/s
ho

rte
st

 b
y 

m
ea

su
rin

g 
in

 
m

et
re

s 
or

 c
en

tim
et

re
s 

us
in

g 
a 

m
et

re
 s

tic
k 

or
 ru

le
r

– 
kn

ow
 w

hi
ch

 u
ni

t o
f m

ea
su

re
 is

 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 fo
r m

ea
su

rin
g 

di
ffe

re
nt

 th
in

gs
 a

nd
 o

bj
ec

ts
, e

.g
. 

th
e 

w
id

th
 o

f t
he

 c
la

ss
ro

om
, t

he
 

he
ig

ht
 o

f a
 fl

ow
er

– 
ca

n 
m

ea
su

re
 s

im
pl

e 
sc

al
es

 to
 th

e 
ne

ar
es

t l
ab

el
le

d 
di

vis
io

n

N
N

S
Fr

am
ew

or
k 

–
se

ct
io

n 
5,

pp
73

 a
nd

 7
5

an
d 

77
 re

sp
.

PN
S 

M
od

el
s 

&
Im

ag
es

 c
ha

rts

PN
S 

IT
P:

R
ul

er

N
u
m

b
e
rs

 a
n
d
 t

h
e
 n

u
m

b
e
r 

sy
st

e
m

D
ev

el
op

in
g 

an
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 o
f p

la
ce

 v
al

ue
 a

nd
 o

rd
er

in
g

N
u
m

b
e
rs

 a
n
d
 t

h
e
 n

u
m

b
e
r 

sy
st

e
m

To
 in

cr
ea

se
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

an
d 

us
e 

of
 fr

ac
tio

ns

M
e
a
su

re
s

U
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 a

nd
 u

si
ng

 u
ni

ts
 o

f l
en

gt
h
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Using curricular targets Year 2

Ye
ar

-g
ro

up
 c

ur
ric

ul
ar

 ta
rg

et
s

(T
he

 c
ur

ric
ula

r t
ar

ge
ts

 in
 b

ol
d 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n
ex

em
pl

ifie
d 

int
o 

di
ffe

re
nt

iat
ed

 ta
rg

et
s)

Ex
am

pl
es

 o
f

di
ffe

re
nt

ia
te

d 
ch

ild
re

n’
s

ta
rg

et
s

(a
ge

-r
el

at
ed

 in
 b

ol
d)

Ex
am

pl
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 to
 s

up
po

rt
 p

la
nn

in
g,

 te
ac

hi
ng

 a
nd

as
se

ss
m

en
t

Su
cc

es
s 

cr
ite

ria
P

N
S 

us
ef

ul
re

so
ur

ce
s/

re
fe

re
nc

es

R
el

at
ed

 o
bj

ec
tiv

es
 in

 t
hi

s
st

ra
nd

In
ve

st
ig

at
e 

a 
ge

ne
ra

l s
ta

te
m

en
t

ab
ou

t f
am

ilia
r n

um
be

rs
 b

y
fin

di
ng

 e
xa

m
pl

es
 th

at
 s

at
is

fy
 it

 

I c
an

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

an
d

ex
pl

ai
n 

pa
tt

er
ns

 in
nu

m
be

rs
 a

nd
 fi

nd
 o

th
er

ex
am

pl
es

 th
at

 fi
t

di
ffe

re
nt

 r
ul

es
Fo

r e
xa

m
pl

e:
 I 

kn
ow

 th
at

 3
+ 

4 
= 

7 
so

 a
dd

in
g 

10
 a

nd
20

 I 
w

or
ke

d 
ou

t t
ha

t
13

 +
 4

 =
 1

7
23

 +
 4

 =
 2

7
3 

+ 
14

 =
 1

7
3 

+ 
24

 =
 2

7
13

 +
 1

4 
= 

27
23

 +
 2

4 
= 

47
Ex

te
ns

io
n:

 I 
ca

n 
m

ak
e

an
d 

te
st

 m
y 

ow
n 

ru
le

s 
an

d
be

gi
n 

to
 e

xp
la

in
 w

hy
 th

e
ru

le
s 

w
or

k,
 a

nd
 w

he
n 

th
ey

do
n’

t w
or

k,
 th

e 
re

as
on

 w
hy

W
he

n 
yo

u 
su

bt
ra

ct
 1

0 
fro

m
 a

 n
um

be
r t

he
 u

ni
ts

 d
ig

it 
do

es
 n

ot
ch

an
ge

. C
an

 y
ou

 fi
nd

 e
xa

m
pl

es
 a

nd
 te

st
 th

is
?

e.
g.

 4
3 

– 
10

 =
 3

3,
 5

7 
– 

10
 =

 4
7.

 W
ha

t h
ap

pe
ns

 w
he

n 
w

e
su

bt
ra

ct
 2

0,
 3

0?
Te

ll 
yo

ur
 p

ar
tn

er
 w

hi
ch

 o
f t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

nu
m

be
rs

 a
re

 o
dd

 a
nd

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 e

ve
n:

 1
7,

 1
3,

 4
5,

 7
6.

 H
ow

 d
id

 y
ou

 d
ec

id
e?

I c
an

 u
se

 m
y 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 s
ub

tra
ct

in
g 

10
 to

 s
ub

tra
ct

 9
. C

an
yo

u 
ex

pl
ai

n 
th

is
 to

 m
e?

 W
ha

t a
bo

ut
 s

ub
tra

ct
in

g 
19

?
‘W

he
n 

I a
dd

 tw
o 

co
ns

ec
ut

ive
 n

um
be

rs
 th

e 
an

sw
er

 is
 a

lw
ay

s 
an

od
d 

nu
m

be
r.’

 Is
 th

is
 tr

ue
? 

C
an

 y
ou

 fi
nd

 e
xa

m
pl

es
 to

 h
el

p 
yo

u
fin

d 
ou

t?
If 

w
e 

ad
d 

to
ge

th
er

 a
 n

um
be

r f
ro

m
 e

ac
h 

of
 th

es
e 

se
ts

, w
ha

t
an

sw
er

s 
ar

e 
an

 e
ve

n 
nu

m
be

r b
ig

ge
r t

ha
n 

10
?

A:
 1

2,
 1

1,
 8

, 7
, 5

, 1
6

B
: 6

, 2
, 1

4,
 9

, 3
, 1

7
H

ow
 m

an
y 

an
sw

er
s 

ca
n 

yo
u 

fin
d?

 C
an

 y
ou

 m
ak

e 
20

?
Su

e 
do

ub
le

d 
so

m
e 

nu
m

be
rs

 a
nd

 s
ub

tra
ct

ed
 3

. S
he

 s
ai

d 
‘M

y
an

sw
er

 is
 a

lw
ay

s 
an

 o
dd

 n
um

be
r.’

 C
an

 y
ou

 fi
nd

 a
ns

w
er

s 
fo

r
m

e?
 D

o 
yo

u 
ag

re
e 

w
ith

 S
ue

’s 
co

m
m

en
t?

 C
an

 y
ou

 th
in

k 
w

hy
 th

is
m

ig
ht

 b
e 

tru
e?

Th
e 

ch
ild

re
n:

– 
us

e 
th

ei
r k

no
w

le
dg

e 
of

 n
um

be
r t

o
in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
ge

ne
ra

l s
ta

te
m

en
ts

 
an

d 
fin

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 th

at
 s

at
is

fy
 

th
em

– 
ca

n 
ex

pl
ai

n 
w

hy
 th

ei
r e

xa
m

pl
es

 
sa

tis
fy

 a
 g

en
er

al
 s

ta
te

m
en

t, 
or

 
w

hy
 th

ey
 d

o 
no

t
– 

ca
n 

fra
m

e 
th

ei
r s

ta
te

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 

ex
pl

or
e 

th
em

 u
si

ng
 th

ei
r 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 p
ro

pe
rti

es
 o

f 
nu

m
be

rs
 

N
N

S 
Fr

am
ew

or
k

se
ct

io
n 

5,
 p

65

PN
S 

M
od

el
s 

&
Im

ag
es

 c
ha

rts

PN
S 

IT
Ps

:
N

um
be

r g
rid

N
um

be
r l

in
e

C
ou

nt
in

g 
on

 a
nd

ba
ck

Ye
a
r 

2
 E

xa
m

p
le

 c
u
rr

ic
u
la

r 
ta

rg
e
ts

 –
 M

a
th

e
m

a
ti

c
s 

S
o
lv

in
g
 p

ro
b
le

m
s

R
ea

so
ni

ng
 a

nd
 g

en
er

al
is

in
g 

ab
ou

t n
um

be
rs

• 
Th

es
e 

ex
am

pl
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

ar
 m

at
he

m
at

ic
s 

ta
rg

et
s 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
se

le
ct

ed
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

Q
C

A 
le

af
le

t N
at

io
na

l C
ur

ric
ul

um
 T

es
ts

: I
m

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 fo

r 
te

ac
hi

ng
 a

nd
 le

ar
ni

ng
 fr

om
 th

e 
20

03
 te

st
s.

• 
Th

e 
ex

am
pl

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

tu
rn

ed
 in

to
 s

ta
te

m
en

ts
 to

 s
up

po
rt 

th
e 

sh
ar

in
g 

of
 s

uc
ce

ss
 c

rit
er

ia
 w

ith
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t o

f t
he

 c
ur

ric
ul

ar
 ta

rg
et

s.
• 

C
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ill 
ne

ed
 p

le
nt

y 
of

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 p
ra

ct
ise

 a
nd

 c
on

so
lid

at
e 

th
e 

m
at

he
m

at
ic

s 
ta

rg
et

s 
in

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f c
on

te
xt

s,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

us
e 

of
 c

ro
ss

-c
ur

ric
ul

ar
 o

ut
co

m
es

.

C
op

ie
s 

of
 t

hi
s 

do
cu

m
en

t 
m

ay
 b

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fro
m

:
D

fE
S

 P
ub

lic
at

io
ns

Te
l:

08
45

 6
0 

22
2 

60
Fa

x:
08

45
 6

0 
33

3 
60

Te
xt

ph
on

e:
08

45
 6

0 
55

5 
60

e-
m

ai
l: 

df
es

@
pr

ol
og

.u
k.

co
m

R
ef

: D
fE

S
 1

02
1-

20
04

 
©

C
ro

w
n 

co
py

rig
ht

 2
00

4
P

ro
du

ce
d 

by
 t

he
 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

fo
r 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
S

ki
lls

w
w

w
.d

fe
s.

go
v.

uk

If 
th

is
 is

 n
ot

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
in

 h
ar

d 
co

py
 it

 c
an

 b
e 

do
w

nl
oa

de
d 

fro
m

:
w

w
w

.s
ta

nd
ar

ds
.d

fe
s.

go
v.

uk
Th

e 
co

nt
en

t 
of

 t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
m

ay
 b

e 
re

pr
od

uc
ed

fre
e 

of
 c

ha
rg

e 
by

 s
ch

oo
ls

 a
nd

 lo
ca

l e
du

ca
tio

n
au

th
or

iti
es

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
th

at
 t

he
 m

at
er

ia
l i

s
ac

kn
ow

le
dg

ed
 a

s 
C

ro
w

n 
co

py
rig

ht
, t

he
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
tit

le
 is

 s
pe

ci
fie

d,
 it

 is
 r

ep
ro

du
ce

d
ac

cu
ra

te
ly

 a
nd

 n
ot

 u
se

d 
in

 a
 m

is
le

ad
in

g 
co

nt
ex

t.
A

ny
on

e 
el

se
 w

is
hi

ng
 t

o 
re

us
e 

pa
rt

 o
r 

al
l o

f t
he

co
nt

en
t 

of
 t

hi
s 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
n 

sh
ou

ld
 a

pp
ly

 t
o 

H
M

S
O

fo
r 

a 
co

re
 li

ce
nc

e.

T
he

 p
er

m
is

si
o

n 
to

 r
ep

ro
d

uc
e 

C
ro

w
n 

co
p

yr
ig

ht
p

ro
te

ct
ed

 m
at

er
ia

l d
o

es
 n

o
t 

ex
te

nd
 t

o
 a

ny
m

at
er

ia
l i

n 
th

is
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n 
w

hi
ch

 is
 id

en
ti

fie
d

as
 b

ei
ng

 t
he

 c
o

p
yr

ig
ht

 o
f 

a 
th

ir
d

 p
ar

ty
.

A
pp

lic
at

io
ns

 t
o 

re
pr

od
uc

e 
th

e 
m

at
er

ia
l f

ro
m

 t
hi

s
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
to

:

H
M

S
O

, T
he

 L
ic

en
si

ng
 D

iv
is

io
n,

 S
t 

C
le

m
en

ts
 H

ou
se

,
2–

16
 C

ol
eg

at
e,

 N
or

w
ic

h 
N

R
3 

1B
Q

Fa
x:

 0
16

03
 7

23
00

0 
e-

m
ai

l: 
hm

so
lic

en
si

ng
@

ca
bi

ne
t-

of
fic

e.
x.

gs
i.g

ov
.u

k
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